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Stir up! 
 
The "good son" was the third son we created and added to the parable of the "lost" son. 
He is the one who did things the right way. As I taught, the lesson went further into what 
Grace looks like in these situations and how to receive it, than I had originally 
anticipated. In  retrospect that was a good thing. It is one thing to know that you need to 
meet your Father in the feast. It is all together different to know how to have ears to hear 
what He has to say once you get there. 
 
I gave you two examples all together of the "good son": 

1. Paul - 2 Cor. 12:1-10 & Eph. 3:1-21 
2. David - I Sam. 16:1-14 

 
Questions: 

1. What was the one thing that made the good sons stand out as different than the 
other two sons? 

 
2. Where is it that God directs His grace? 
 
3. When considering 2 Cor. 12, does it appear that God is overly concerned about 

external circumstances? 
 Why or why not? 
 
4. What is God's ultimate goal in us (in our lives) AND through us (in our 

ministries)? 
 
5. When we come to God at the feast - He begins to tell us who we are, but this does 

not always "sound" good to those who are overly occupied with the flesh. As an 
example of this, what did God tell Paul he was in 2Cor. 12? (It is not directly 
spoken about Paul, but is very clearly implied by what God DOES say to him.) 

 
6. In calling Paul weak, was God insulting Paul or encouraging him? Explain your 

answer. 
 
7. All of the examples God gives us in the scriptures concerning the nature of our 

relationship to Him is always that of the weak and the strong. 
 sheep - helpless 
 branch - cannot produce outside of vine 
 child - dependant 
 servant - as one who is lesser than and under our Lord 
 we were lost and found - unable to save ourselves or find our own way. 
 bride - 1Peter 1:7 

Has this always been true or is it a result of the fall? 



8. If this was always the case, and is part of our design then the words of Paul makes 
greater sense - "I will much gladly therefore, glory in my weakness...". To take 
personal glory in something which does not belong to you is a delusion. 
Weakness is what we have because we were made to "fit" God's strength. So, do 
you think that if mankind had never fallen, that you would see your personal 
inability to produce anything outside of union with God as a bad thing? Would 
you have hated your weakness? 

 
9. What is the nature of our distain for our weakness? 
 
I brought all of this up because it is part of the determination you have to possess in 
order to come to God AND hear His voice. His voice is NOT always going to tell you 
what you want to hear. 
 
Sure, God will never fail to call you beloved. 
 
He will always tell you that you are cherished and that you belong. 
 
The ability to walk in and enjoy these truths however, come at a cost. You have to 
die! 
 
In order for those words to mean anything, it first means that you cannot enjoy those 
definitions while you are still striving to make a name for yourself or live in your own 
smaller, self-oriented story.  
 

- To enjoy being the beloved, we must first admit our need for love and that the  
 source of all love is outside of ourselves. 
- To enjoy being cherished, you must first admit your need for being adored. 
- To enjoy that you belong, you must first embrace that you have no control. The  
 owner of a home is not told that they belong there, because it is  
 understood. They are the owner of the property. To be told that you 
 belong, is to be told that you had to be accepted into something that you  
 do not own nor control. 

 
Grace is repulsive to the flesh because it FIRST requires humility. This is why I have 
told you that they place you will meet with God is in the area of your woundedness.  
 
God will not shy away from addressing the hard issues. He desires you and adores 
you. The scriptures tell us that the Holy Spirit dotes over us and craves possession of 
us. He is a jealous Lover. He desires to make you His and His ALONE. This IS what 
is means to be loved by LOVE. To be pursued by the infinite. To be cherished by the 
eternal.  
 
....but know this... 
 



YOU WILL NOT HAVE "EARS TO HEAR" IF  YOU ARE UNWILLING TO 
RELEASE Y OUR OWN "SELF-ORIENTED" STORY AND ABANDON 
YOURSELF TO HIM IN TOTAL VULNERABILITY. 

 
The younger son, the prodigal, had to come to himself before he could come to his 
Father. This was true of Paul as well. 
 
Question -  
 

1. What area of brokeness do you suspect, you have to come to, in order to be open 
to hear the grace of your Father in the feast? 

 
2. Are you willing to let Him define you? 


