
On March 18, 2012 

 
Stir Up! 
 
We discussed the relational side of 4102 or more specifically, how to read Faith as an 
noun and still walk away seeing in within the context of relationship. 
 

1. What is the first thing one needs to recognize about their relation to God in 
order to enter into relational trust with Him? (Remember the 1st reference made to the 
Lord's Prayer - "Our Father, ...") 

 
2. Why does Rom. 4:5 say that Abraham's faith was counted (or accredited) to him 

for being in proper (or right) relations to God? (Think of this in the context of your own 
personal relationships or of the prodigal son.) 

 
3. Is God ever silent when you need Him to speak? 
 
4. How often does God have something to say about you and your life 

circumstances? (Think about the lesson of the manna - Deut. 8:3) 
 
5. Is it always appropriate to ask, "What scripture are you standing on?" Explain 

your answer. 
 
6. Does your manna HAVE to be the same scripture as it was yesterday revealed 

afresh or can God choose to use another scripture or even no scripture at all? 
 
7. What then is the pivotal issue in regards to faith? (Consider Rom. 10:17 & Jn. 6:63). 
 
8. If God is offering fresh manna every day, then how often does your faith need 

renewal? 
 
9. Review Mark 11:22-24 and answer these questions: 

a. Whose faith is moving the mountain - what is its source? 
b. Whose words are being used to speak at the mountain - from whom did 

the words originate? (Words carry no more authority that the one who spoke them.)  
c. Was the illustration a literal one or was it leading to a point of how we 

are to approach God in prayer? 
d. Was it Jesus' own words that cursed the fig tree? (Consider Jn. 5:19; 8:28; 

14:29). 
 

10. When Jesus 'Saw their faith' in Matt. 9:2 does that mean that He saw their 
tenacious actions of boldness or that He saw their faith? (You can have boldness 
without faith, but you cannot have faith without boldness.) 

 
11.  Was it tenacity and brazen boldness that motivated the Canaanite woman to 

approach Jesus requesting the deliverance of her daughter? Pick out what are 
the key points this passage reveals to us about this woman's heart and 
demeanor. 

 



 
 Going Deeper: 
 Read II Cor. 4:13-18 
 
This passage begins with the statement that the Corinthians and Paul shared the same 
spirit of faith (or were of the same rational mind in regards to their eternal trust and 
reliance). He then proceeds to make a case for being inwardly renewed DAILY. 
 
Answer the following: 

1. If we are being renewed - Who is the source of that renewal? (Rev. 21:5) 
2. If this process of inward renewal comes down from God, then how do I receive 

it? (Js. 1:5-8) 
3. If it is received by faith, and faith comes from God speaking to us then can it be 

concluded that God is always speaking? 
4. Spend some time with Ps. 19 esp. in reference to God's commitment to never be 

silent in regards to our Great Hope - Christ in you (which is your renewal). 
 
 
Also, if words carry no more authority than the one who spoke them, and we are called as 
His representatives (His ambassadors) what words should we always be speaking?  
 

These would be words seasoned with _ _ _ _ _ . 
 
If we are to have anything to say, how often should we be hearing Him speak? 
 
Again, how often therefore can we conclude that our Father is speaking to us? 
 
------ 
One last thing which may help in this pursuit... 
 
Ephesians 5:17 encourages us to be always knowing God's will (requiring we hear from 
Him). The wording for one who does not constantly know His will is foolish. Now there 
is a difference between being foolish and actually being a fool. The fool IS ONE, the one 
who is fool-ISH is acting like one.  
 
Just for clarity, let's press this point a little harder. Does it make sense to say to a child - 
that they are acting like a child?  
 
On the other hand, does it make sense to tell some adults that they are acting like a child? 
 
The difference is, one is the nature of the individual - they are simply being true to who 
they are. The other is acting out of accordance with who they actually are. 
 
In effect Paul is telling the Ephesians that any Christian who does not walk daily aware of 
the will of God in their life is acting the fool. So, what remains is to answer the obvious 
question - what makes a person foolish? 
 
Ps. 14:1 & 53:1 defines the heart of a fool. So a fool-ISH Christian is living as though 
....? 
 
So the opposite of this would be Prov. 3:6. 


